The Ways of Knowing

Jim Leffel (leffelj@xenos.orq)

Why does it matter?

e effective Christian witness to a truth-starved culture

e misconceptions about what it means to know adversely affect theology

¢ transformational depth with God through holistic Bible study

What does it mean to know?—Holistic knowledge

e propositional truths: statements of fact—accessible to reason

e personal truths: knowing another mind, beyond mere sense perception; relating
to conscience—heart knowledge

e practical truths: hands-on knowledge—understanding through obedience

Problem of imbalance—danger of reductionism

e hollow orthodoxy—sterile, unsatisfying intellectualism; agnosticism
e mysticism and existentialism—subjective experience divorced from reason
e legalism—obedience devoid of indicative or relationship

Holistic Bible study
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